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This paper provides the Audit Committee with a report on progress in 

delivering our responsibilities as your external auditors. 

The paper also includes emerging national issues and developments that may be relevant to you as a combined 

authority. 

Members of the Audit Committee can find further useful material on our website, where we have a section dedicated 

to our work in the public sector. Here you can download copies of our publications www.grantthornton.co.uk ..

If you would like further information on any items in this briefing, or would like to register with Grant Thornton to 

receive regular email updates on issues that are of interest to you, please contact either your Engagement Lead or 

Engagement Manager./

Introduction
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Barrie Morris

Engagement Lead

T 0117 305 7708

M 07771 976684

E barrie.morris@uk.gt.com

Michelle Burge

Engagement Manager

T 0117 305 7886

M 07825 028 771

E michelle.burge@uk.gt.com

PSAA Contract Monitoring
The West of England Combined Authority opted into the Public Sector Audit Appointments (PSAA) Appointing Person scheme which starts with the 2018/19 audit. PSAA appointed Grant 

Thornton as auditors. PSAA is responsible under the Local Audit (Appointing Person) Regulations 2015 for monitoring compliance with the contract and is committed to ensuring good 

quality audit services are provided by its suppliers. Details of PSAA’s audit quality monitoring arrangements are available from its website, www.psaa.co.uk.

Our contract with PSAA contains a method statement which sets out the firm’s commitment to deliver quality audit services, our audit approach and what clients can expect from us. We 

have set out commitment to deliver a high quality audit service in the document at Appendix A. We hope this is helpful. It will also be a benchmark for you to provide feedback on our 

performance to PSAA via its survey in Autumn 2019.

http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/
http://www.psaa.co.uk/
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Progress at 11 June 2019
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Other areas

Meetings

We met with Finance Officers in March  as part of 

our quarterly liaison meetings and continue to be in 

discussions with finance staff regarding emerging 

developments and to ensure the audit process is 

smooth and effective. 

Events

We provide a range of workshops, along with 

network events for members and publications to 

support the Combined Authority. Your officers 

attended our Financial Reporting Workshop in 

February, which helps to ensure that members of 

your Finance Team are up to date with the latest 

financial reporting requirements for local authority 

accounts.

Further details of the publications that may be of 

interest to the Authority are set out in our Sector 

Update section of this report.

Financial Statements Audit

We have undertaken planning for the 2018/19 

financial statements audit and have issued a detailed 

audit plan, setting out our proposed approach to the 

audit of the Authority’s 2018/19 financial statements.

We commenced our interim audit in March 2019. Our 

interim fieldwork included:

• Updated review of the Authority’s control 

environment

• Updated understanding of financial systems

• Review of Internal Audit reports on core financial 

systems

• Early work on emerging accounting issues

• Early substantive testing

There are no issues that we need to bring to the 

Committee’s attention from the work we have 

completed to date. 

The statutory deadline for the issue of the 2018/19 

opinion is 31 July 2019. We have discussed our plan 

and timetable with officers.

The final accounts audit is due to begin in July with 

findings reported to you in our Audit Findings Report. 

We will present our report at the July Audit 

Committee meeting and issue our audit opinion by 

the 31 July deadline.

Value for Money

The scope of our work is set out in the guidance issued by 

the National Audit Office. The Code requires auditors to 

satisfy themselves that; "the Authority has made proper 

arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and 

effectiveness in its use of resources".

The guidance confirmed the overall criterion as: "in all 

significant respects, the audited body had proper 

arrangements to ensure it took properly informed decisions 

and deployed resources to achieve planned and sustainable 

outcomes for taxpayers and local people".

The three sub criteria for assessment to be able to give a 

conclusion overall are:

•Informed decision making

•Sustainable resource deployment

•Working with partners and other third parties

Details of our initial risk assessment to determine our 

approach were included in our Audit Plan.  We identified two 

significant Value for Money risks including; the development 

of a detailed medium term financial plan to support the 

Combined Authority’s strategic objectives and development 

of performance management framework against which the 

Authority can measure its impact and effectiveness and can 

be accountable to stakeholders and tax payers. Our audit 

work in this area is ongoing. 

We will report our work in the Audit Findings Report and 

give our Value For Money Conclusion by the deadline in 

July 2019.
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Audit Deliverables
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2018/19 Deliverables Planned Date Status

Fee Letter 

Confirming audit fee for 2018/19.

April 2018 Complete

Accounts Audit Plan

We are required to issue a detailed accounts audit plan to the Audit Committee setting out our proposed 

approach in order to give an opinion on the Authority’s 2018-19 financial statements.

February 2019 Complete

Audit Findings Report

The Audit Findings Report will be reported to the July Audit Committee.

July 2019 Not yet due

Auditors Report

This is the opinion on your financial statement, annual governance statement and value for money conclusion.

July 2019 Not yet due

Annual Audit Letter

This letter communicates the key issues arising from our work.

August 2019 Not yet due

Combined Authority responsibilities
In our Audit Plan presented to the Audit Committee in February 2019 we have communicated our expectations around the Authority’s responsibilities for timely production of the draft 

accounts supported by appropriate working papers. Should delays be experienced in the provision of these requirements or should additional work be required on our part due to complex 

technical issues, new arrangements and delays in response to queries additional costs will be incurred.

Any additional fees are subject to approval by PSAA.
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Our sector update provides you with an up to 

date summary of emerging national issues and 

developments to support you. We cover areas 

which may have an impact on your organisation, 

the wider local government sector and the public 

sector as a whole. Links are provided to the 

detailed report/briefing to allow you to delve 

further and find out more. 

Our public sector team at Grant Thornton also undertake 

research on service and technical issues. We will bring you 

the latest research publications in this update. We also 

include areas of potential interest to start conversations 

within the organisation and with audit committee members, 

as well as any accounting and regulatory updates. 

Sector Update
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More information can be found on our dedicated public sector and 

local government sections on the Grant Thornton website by 

clicking on the logos below:

• Insights from local  government sector 

specialists

• Reports of interest

Public Sector
Local 

government

http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/industries/public-sector/
http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/en/industries/public-sector/local-government/
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National Audit Office – Planning for new homes

The National Audit Office (NAO) has recently published a 

report on Planning for new homes. This report is part of a 

series on housing in England, including Housing in England: 

overview (2017) and Homelessness (2017). The latest report 

focuses on the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government’s (MHCLG’s) objective for housing in England to 

deliver a million homes by the end of 2020; half a million by 

the end of 2022; and to deliver 300,000 net additional homes 

a year on average. 

The report recognises that increasing the supply of new homes is a complex task and one of 

the measures MHCLG has introduced to help achieve the objective is reforming the planning 

system. The report notes that the planning system is fundamental to providing new homes 

and it assesses how effectively MHCLG supports the planning regime to provide the right 

homes in the right places through:

• supporting local authorities to produce plans for how the supply of new homes will meet 

need in their area;

• supporting local authorities and the Planning Inspectorate in having effective and 

sufficiently resourced planning processes and teams to deal with planning applications and 

appeals; and

• working effectively with local authorities, other government departments and developers to 

ensure infrastructure to support new homes is planned and funded.

The report finds that at present, the system is not providing value for money and that the 

supply of new homes has failed to meet demand. It notes that a number of factors have 

contributed to the planning system not working and some of these include: 

• the process of setting the need for new homes;

• the reductions in local authority capability;

• the under-performing Planning Inspectorate; and

• failures in the system to ensure adequate contributions for infrastructure.

The report recognises that MHCLG’s new National Planning Policy Framework is an 

important step, but it is too early to tell whether the changes it introduces will be effective. 

The report also makes a number of recommendations for MHCLG to implement alongside 

the framework to help the planning systems work more effectively.

The report concludes that the Department and government more widely need to take this 

much more seriously and bring about improvement if they are to meet their ambition of 

300,000 new homes per year by the mid-2020s.

The report is available on the NAO website:  

https://www.nao.org.uk/report/planning-for-new-homes/#
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Grant Thornton

https://www.grantthornton.co.uk/

http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/industries/publicsector

National Audit Office

https://www.nao.org.uk/report/planning-for-new-homes/#
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Links

https://www.grantthornton.co.uk/
http://www.grantthornton.co.uk/industries/publicsector
https://www.nao.org.uk/report/planning-for-new-homes/
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